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On and off the ice, Peggy set a wonderful example as
a competitor. Always unassuming, never pretentious,
she was a perfect role model for younger skaters to
follow. She personified the word sportsmanship. At any
level of competition, including international, she handl
ed her victories and defeats with style and grace. She
was always helpful to the younger skaters with tips and
advice and inspired them with her own contagious
enthusiasm for the sport.

Born April 24, 1955, Peggy began skating at the age
of eleven years old. She tells of her mother's interest in
finding a winter activity which would help work off a
little energy for a very active child. Given the choice be
tween figure skating and speedskating, she opted for
speedskating after a single work out with the Clayton
Speed Skating Club of Missouri. She was a natural from
the start and by the end of her first year she qualified
for finals at the National Indoor Championships in
Champaign, Illinois. So began her thirteen year com
petitive career.

Under the direction of her coach, Les Rosenblatt.
Peggy won dozens of titles in ASU sanctioned pack style
skating meets in local, regional and national competi
tion in age groups ranging from juvenile to senior. She
set the In termediate Women's % mi le Indoor Nat ional
record in 1972 and won National titles in 1973 (In
termediate), and 1974 & 1976 as a Senior. Along the way
she also set numerous North American records and earn
ed two North American Championship titles in the
Senior division during the years 1975 & 1976.

Peggy was a member of many National Teams and
took home honors in international events, including 1st
place in 1976 in Birmingham, England, 1st place in 1978
Bruegge, Belgium, and 1st place in 1979 in Melbourne,
Austra l ia . She a lso set an in ternat ional record in the
1000 meter in 1978 while competing in Birmingham,
England. Peggy earned a spot on the inaugural World
Short Track Team that competed in Champaign, Illinois,
in 1976. At this event, she came away with four medals
(1st in the 3000 meter relay, 2nd in the 3000 meter, 3rd
in the 1500 meter and 3rd in the 500 meter). The next
three years brought three more berths on the World
Short Track Team for Peggy. In 1977 in Grenoble,

(Continued on page 16)

For 63 years John Byrne has contributed to the sport
of speedskating. From competitor to official, from coach
to Board Member, John better known as Jack, has left
his unique mark on this sport.

It all started as a young boy of 12 years old in the town
of Syracuse, New York. Jack, the oldest of four children
began skating at a local park in 1933. He would skate
every day with his two brothers and one sister at the
nearby lake. Meets were held at the four city parks every
Saturday with a big city meet at the end of the season.
Jack was hooked!

His competitive days included earning the title of New
York State Junior Champion in 1935 and 1936. While
at tending Holy Cross Col lege in Worcester,
Massachusetts, he won the New England Intermediate
Boys 220 yd. skating race in Fitchburg, Massachusetts,
in front of a newspaper-reported 10,000 people. In 1975
he was still competing, taking part in the Senior Olym
pics speedskating races at Lake Placid, winning two
s i l v e r m e d a l s .

Off the ice, Jack was a major force behind the
reorganization of the Syracuse Speedskating Club,
handling the incorporation of the Club in 1966. Jack and
his wife, Ann, have eleven children, all of whom com
peted in speedskating. He was active in coaching and
managing the club while also making sure his children
attended the meets. He traveled annually to Farwell
Field in Detroit and later to the National Champion
ships when his children were old enough to compete.
Jack held the office of President of the Northern New
York Skating Association in 1974-75 and 1979-80. He
was also the chief referee for the Northern New York
for eight years. On the National scene. Jack was in
strumental in changing the number of races at the Na
tional Championships for Special Midgets and Midgets.
He lead a proposal at the ASU Convention in the 1960's
to increase the number of races for these skaters from
the tradition three race to four races. He was also ac
tive in securing 4th place medals at the National
Championships.

Jack began his long association with the U.S. Inter
national Speedskating Association in 1976, when A1
Hamilton of Ohio recommended Jack to be elected to the

(Continued on page 16)
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Dedicated, ambitious, sincere, wise and caring. These
are but a few of the many adjectives that best describe
Bob Vehe. His 30 years of devoted service to speed
skating has been outstanding and unmatched.

His involvement began in 1964, when his two sons,
Robert E. and Richard, were introduced to a winter com
petitive activity in the Village of Mount Prospect, Il
linois. He held various club and State offices and ap
peared on the National scene as the Board of Control
delegate from the Amateur Skating Association of Il
linois. He continued in that role for another 12 ASU Con
ventions from 1970 through 1971, 1973 through 1981,
1983 and 1993, where he developed a reputation among
his peers as a level headed individual who other Board
members could look to for guidance and wisdom because
he never let political considerations over-ride good judge
m e n t a n d c o m m o n s e n s e .

He became a National official in 1972, serving as judge
and announcer and was appointed Co-Chairman of the
Handbook Committee, 1979 through 1981 and Editor of
the Handbook from 1987 to the present time.

His first efforts at publishing for speedskating were
in conjunction with Einar Jonland, when together they
produced a large handbook for the Amateur Skating
Association of Illinois each year from 1966-1969 and
1972. Much of what is now a part of the ASU Handbook
was der ived f rom these books. When the ASAI 's t i t le
"THE RACING BLADE" was given to the new ASU
news le t te r, he s ta r ted a news le t te r i n I l l i no i s named
"The Bell Lap."

As Editor of the ASU Handbook he raised funds every
two years, until recently, to pay for most of the cost of
printing the ASU Handbook. His writing and promo
tional skills carried over to the sport of cycling, where
he served as Vice President of the Northbrook Cycling
Committee and editor of the organizations annual pro
gram book.

In 1983, after much prodding by then Executive
Secretary, Larry Ralston, he was elected Executive
Secretary, to assume office in 1984, upon the retirement
of Ralston. Unfortunately, due to family considerations,
he had to resign that office and take a three year leave
of absence from speedskating. Upon his return in 1987,

(Continued on page 18)

The power of television has shaped Lydia Stephans'
life. At the age of twelve, Lydia watched the 1972 Winter
Olympics on television. She was inspired by the
achievements of Dianne Holum and Anne Henning and
she decided she would like to try the sport.

Three years after picking up speedskating, Lydia was
the 1976 National Short Track Champion in the Junior
Girls division. She also participated in the first World
Short Track Championships in 1976, competing in the
Novice division and placing 2nd in the 500 meters and
the 1000 meters. In 1978, Lydia again won the National
Short Track Championships, this time as an In
t e r m e d i a t e G i r l .

Beginning in 1980 and for the next five years, Lydia
earned berths on eight World Teams which included
both Long Track and Short Track. She qualified for the
World Short Track Team in 1980, placing 3rd on the
3000 meter relay. She again made the World Short
Track Team in 1981, winning a silver medal in the 3000
meter relay. In 1982, she qualified for the World Short
Track Team and also won the Senior Women's division
at the National Short Track Championships. The next
year, 1983, saw Lydia expand her list of ac
complishments to include membership on the World Ail-
Around Long Track Team and the World Long Track
Sprint Team, along with her berth on the World Short
Track Team, picking up another World medal, this time
a bronze in the 3000 meter relay. She also captured the
Senior Women's North American Championship crown.
In 1984, Lydia made the Olympic Team, placing 13th
in the 100 meter in Sarajevo. She qualified for the World
Long Track Sprint Team and World Short Track Team
as well that year, earning two bronze medals at the lat
ter event, in the 1500 meter and the 3000 meter relay.
In her final season of competition, Lydia participated
in the 1985 World University Games, placing 2nd
overall. Over the years of her competitive career, Lydia
set numerous State and Nat ional records. She was a
m e m b e r o f t h e N a t i o n a l Te a m f r o m 1 9 7 6 t o 1 9 8 4 .

Born October 19,1960, Lydia skated as part of the Nor
thbrook Skating Club of Illinois. She coached the Nor
thbrook Club beginning in 1980 while she still competed
herself. After her retirement as a competitor, Lydia con-

(Continued on page 20)
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PEGGY HARTRICH CLARKE
Continued from page 14)

i'rance, Peggy captured two medals (1st in the 3000
meter relay and 2nd in the 1000 meter); in 1976 she
traveled to Birmingham, England, where she earned two
additional World Championships medals (1st in the 3000
meter relay smd 2nd in the 1000 meter). She capped o£f
her distinguished competitive career with one more
medal in 1979, a 2nd in the 3000 meter relay in Quebec
City, Canada.

Peggy also found time to give back to the sport she
loved. She made herself available for skating demonstra
tions at various St. Louis rinks, gave talks and
demonstrations for school gym classes at the Cla3d:on
rink, and was an able spokesperson for speedskating
when interviewed by the media. She also promoted the
sport by demonstrating at local "Leam to Skate" classes
where she could introduce speedskating to the young
participants. Peggy began coaching at the Cla3rton Speed
Skating Club during the latter years of her skating
career. After her retirement from competition, Peggy
coached and served as secretary of the Clajrton Club for
two years.

Peggy also competed in the sports of diving, field
hockey and marathon running. She has the achievement
of competing in and completing the Boston Marathon
to add to her list of accomplishments.

Peggy received her associates degree in Fine Arts and
in Recreational Leadership at St. Louis Community Col
lege. Married to Martin Clarke, Peggy is the mother of
three girls, 10 year old twins Alicia and Andrea, and
8 year old Christine. She is currently involved in
marketing for a franchise of New Orleans Shaved Ice,
a company of which she and her husband Marty are part
o w n e r s .

Peggy obviously had many achievements on the ice.
When we go beyond a listing of her records and titles
and look at Peggy's characteristics as a competitor and
at what she stood for in the sport, we come to what is
actually a distinguishing featiu*e of her competitive
career. Any sport would benefit from more competitors
like Peggy Hartrich Clarke.

JOHN M. (JACK) BYRNE
(Continued from page 14)

USISA Board of Directors. He served the USISA Board
until 1989 and is currently an Honorary Board of Direc
tor. Jack acted in the position of USISA President from
1980 to 1989. Dmring his tenure as President, USISA
received the excess monies from the Los Angeles Olym
pics. Jack established the Charitable Foundation for
USISA. When he left office all of the initial sum was
s t i l l i n t a c t .

Jack has served on various committees for the U.S.
Olympic Committee for the last five Olympics. In 1980

in Lake Placid, Jack acted in the capacity of Technical
Director to Lake Placid prior to the Olympics and Chair
man of Officials during the Games. In 1984, he travel
ed to Em-ope with the Olympic Team as tesun manager
for two months, prior to the Olympics in SarEgevo. He
acted as team manager for the 1988 Olympic Team in
Calgary and served on the USOC Administrative Board
dming the 1992 Games in Albertville, appointed by
USOC President Bill Hybl. From 1988 to present. Jack
has represented speedskating on the USOC Bomd of
Directors. In this capacity, he worked closely to get the
designation of a USOC Training Site for the Pettit Na
tional Ice Center in Milwaukee.

Jack has always been concerned with financial sup
port to the athletes. In his position as USISA President,
he budgeted direct fimds to athletes based on their com
petitive results. He carried this support over to his
business ventmes also. In 1948, Jack's father tmned the
family business over to his three sons and Jack became
the President of Byrne Dairy. To gain support for the
Olympic movement. Jack once placed a message on his
milk bottles, "Send a $5 contribution to the U.S. Olym
pic Committee".

Now semi-retired and living in Florida, Jack has left
a legacy in the sport of speedskating. Fom of his six
teen grandchildren now speedskate and his daughter,
Gretchen is the coach of the Syracuse Club. Jack's
presence in speedskating has left an idelible mark on
the sport.

L Y D I A S T E P H A N S
(Continued from page 15)

tinned to be involved in the sport. She served as the Na
tional Short Track Team coach at the U.S. Olympic
Education Center at Northern Michigan University in
Marquette, Michigan, for the 1985-86 season. In this
position as coach, she traveled to the 1986 World Short
Track Championships in Chamonix, France. Lydia was
also nominated by her peers to serve on the USISA
Board of Directors from 1984 to 1989 and on the USOC
Athlete's Advisory Council as an alternate from 1984
t o 1 9 8 8 .

Lydia earned a bachelors degree in Elementary Educa
tion, with a major in Science and a minor in Art, from
the National College of Education in Evanston, Illinois,
in 1982. She followed this up with a masters degree in
Broadcast Journalism from Northwestern University in
1985, which leads us back to television.

While coaching at Northern Michigan University,
Lydia began her career in the broadcasting field as a
news producer and writer for WLUC-TV in Marquette,
Michigan. From here she moved to the big time. She join
ed ABC Sports as an Assistant to the Producer in 1986,
relocating to New York City at this time. She has con
tinued to climb up the ranks at ABC Sports, moving
from Coordinator of Programming in 1989 to Manager

(Continued on page 20)
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JON KAZMIERSKI
Recipient of

1994 ASU Scholarship
by Susi Jarrett

The winner of the 1994 Scholarship Grant was an
nounced during dinner on Saturday, May 15, 1994, at
the Amateur Speedskating Union Convention held in
Schaumburg, Illinois. This year's scholarship recipient
i s Jon Kazmie rsk i .

Jon Kazmierski being awarded
the 1994 ASU Scholarship

T . K l a i b e r P h o t o

Jon, whose parents are Charles and Pat Kazmierski
of Midland, MI has been attending Pius XI High School
in Milwaukee, WI, to further his dream of becoming an
Olympic skater. In junior high in Midland, he played
varsity football and baseball and was Student Council
Secretary his last year there. He was class represen
tative on the Pius XI Student Forum for 1993-94. Last
March he was chosen the student in biology to repre
sent Pius XI in M.S.O.E. High School Science Competi
tion. His honors include second place in the Saginaw
Valley Patent Law Association Student Inventor con
test and a member of the Pius XI National Honor Socie
ty, having been on the honor roll through junior and
senior high school.

In the area of non-skating activities, Jon did church
volunteering, was a Midland Blooms Community
Beautification Volunteer, and a member of the Midland
Young Life Group for three years.

In speedskating, Jon has been a member of the ASU
since 1988. He won the Junior Boys division champion
ship in the Michigan State Short TVack and Long Track
meets in 1991 and 1992. Other championships, which
he won as an Intermediate, include West Michigan
Thanksgiving Classic, Chicago/Kemper Silver Skates,
the Great Lakes Long Track, and the 1993 National
Long Track. Jon was a member of the 1993 Olympic
Festival Team, 1994 Junior A Country Match Long
Track Team, and the 1993-1994 USISA Category I Long
Track team. He is a member of the 1995 Junior National
Long Track Team.

After graduation this spring, Jon is planning to attend
Marquette University in Milwaukee to obtain a degree
in biology. He will continue his training in speedskating
with hopes of an Olympic berth in the future.

Congratulations, Jon. Best wishes for your future
goals.

R O B E R T R . V E H E
(Continued from page 15)

he played a major role in bringing together the Amateur
Speedskating Union and the United States International
Speedskating Association.

He graduated from Duke University with a B.A.
degree in Political Science in 1944, while a member of
the U.S. Navy V-12 Program. He served in the South
P a c i fi c a n d a f t e r t h e w a r e n r o l l e d a t N o r t h w e s t e r n

University and obtained a B.S. degree in Mechanical
Engineering in 1950. In 1958, he graduated from the
four year Industrial Management Institute at Lake
Forest College.

Now retired, he was employed as Vice President of
Marketing for the Kleinschmidt Division of the SCM
Corporation and was a licensed Real Estate Broker.

He has been married to his wife, Ruth, for 45 years
and his family includes daughter, Connie, sons, Robert
E. and Richard, and five grandchildren.

Currently, he is the Facilities Director for the ASU
Speedskating Hall of Fame and continues to work on
establishing an up-graded display. In addition, he is the
E d i t o r o f T H E R A C I N G B L A D E a n d t h e A S U
H A N D B O O K .

The time and energy spent in legislative matters and
his expertise in publishing have gone far beyond the nor
mal call of duty for a volunteer organization. But for all
his accomplishments he is best known for his efforts in
producing THE RACING BLADE, which has evolved
from a two page mimeographed newsletter to the pre
sent magazine format.

T h e H a l l o f F a m e C o m m i t t e e h a s f o u n d h i m e x t r e m e

ly well qualified and most worthy of induction to the
Speedskating Hall of Fame.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE DUE
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Speedskaters promote interest
in the sport

(Continued from page 19)

eluded. The facility will have a multi-purpose arena with
5,000 - 6,000 seats and a dedicated practice arena with
1,5000 - 2,000 seats. The third ice surface is to be 65'
c 135' with no seating.

Jerry Varney, President of FISF states that the "ice-
plex will be state-of-the-art and the projected opening
is scheduled for early 1995. It's that last 5% of the fun
ding that I'm concerned about, since that's the part
where you cross the t's and dot the i's making sure
everything is taken care of on both sides, (the investors
and FISF)." The Florida Ice Sports Foundation will
operate the facility and be responsible for scheduling.

Amy Peterson talks to a father and son about speedskating
at a booth that was set up in a Melbourne, FL shopping center.

Our skaters also demonstrated the siideboard.

It is an exciting project for Florida skaters as the
Florida Ice Sports Foundation plans to heavily promote
grass roots programs in all segments of ice sports. Most
importantly, the least developed segment, speedskating,
will have an opportunity to gain in popularity since in-
liners who have been waiting for an Olympic-class train
ing center to be built in Florida will finally get a chance
to cross over to ice.

This is definitely good news for the ASU and speed
skating enthusiasts in Florida!

High Praise for Our Head "Pioneer"
(Continued from page 19)

"The skaters who came to visit, Karen Cashman, Amy
Peterson, Brian Arseneau and John Singer, represented
their sport as the true champions that they are. I am
not sure what people here thought about speedskating
before their arrival. I can only say they sure are excited
after their departure. We are excited to be able to pro
mote speedskating and oiu- facility will definitely
enhance the sport in the Southeast."

"Doc Savage is limitless in his energy, knowledge and
enthusiasm for speedskating and it became infectious
with everyone he met. There is no doubt in my mind that
'Doc' will be spending some additional time in Florida
w i t h u s . "

"We were able to put together some great people to
talk about future programs for children with special
needs and to also let Doc and the ASU know how com
mitted the FISF is to building the sport in Florida. Grass
roots programs and a planning process are critical to the
success of any sport, no matter where it is located. As
I have said in the past, we do not intend to re-invent
the wheel, we just want to support the best."

"It was a great opportunity to meet and host these
wonderful athletes and certainly, we have developed a
great admiration for Doc.".

"Thank you for your support and we appreciate the
opportunity to promote the ASU and its speedskating
programs within the State of Florida."
Kindest regards,
I l e n e G r i e s h a b e r

The ASU extend's a special "thank you" to Ilene for
her efforts to promote speedskating in Florida and are
most grateful to the FISF for funding the pioneering trip
to Florida in April for all five of our representatives. We
know they are serious about speedskating and we pledge
them our full support.

Doc was equally appreciative and complimentary
about the four skaters who accompanied him on the trip.

"I'm pleased with this crew and would take them
anywhere. Ilene said she'd have them back for their
Grand Opening. Wouldn't that be grand!".

LY D I A S T E P H A
of Programming in 1990 and finally to her current posi
tion of Director of Programming in June of 1990.

Lydia currently lives in Manhattan. She is an avid
skier in her limited free time and also enjoys playing
tennis. She is a member of the Women's Sports Foun
dation, an organization aimed towards the advancement
of women in sports. She also works with Covenant
House, an association directed at getting teens off the
s t r e e t .

In her position with ABC Sports, Lydia has been able
to maintain contact with speedskating. In 1988, Lydia
was the on-air analyst for Short Track at the Calgary

(Continued from page 16)
Olympics. She has produced numerous speedskating
events over the years, including promotional events in
volving in-line skating and the top athletes from speed
skating, figure skating and hockey. The most recent
event Lydia had a hand in, which centered around speed
skating, was the 1994 World Cup held at the Pettit Na
tional Ice Center. Television introduced Lydia to the
sport and it still keeps her involved in speedskating. We
in speedskating are grateful for this and for all Lydia
has given back to the sport.

Photo courtesy Leslie Wong/ABC-TV
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