
When athletes at Lorain County 
Community College come to Athletic 
Director Katie Marquard for advice, 
they receive help of Olympic proportions.

Marquard has a long and impressive 
list of athletic achievements as a 
speedskater, including two Olympic 
Games and a member of eight World 
Teams. Professionally, she served as the 
Executive Director of U.S. Speedskating 
for 16 years and spent five years as the 
athletic director for the Catholic Youth 
Organization (CYO).

The experience Marquard brings to 
LCCC is highly valued, said Lisa 

A u g u s t i n e , 
L C C C ’ s 
Interim Dean 
of Health, 
P h y s i c a l 
E d u c a t i o n , 
Recreation and 
Student Life.

“Our student-
athletes have 
a tremendous 

resource in Katie,” Augustine said. 
“Not only does she have the experience 
as an Olympic athlete, but she has also 
managed and coached athletes of all ages 
and backgrounds.  Her leadership will 
help our athletes become well-rounded 
students who develop goals aimed at 
both athletic and academic success.”

Marquard was raised in Minnesota, 
where she joined her six siblings at the 
ice rink. 

“I’m the youngest of seven. My brothers 
and sisters all skated, so I followed in 
their footsteps,” she said.

By 1983, Marquard had proven herself 
on the ice considerably and had the 
opportunity to try out for the World 
Team. The tryout was an intense 
experience that she now counts as one of 
her proudest moments. 

“I had to beat an Olympic medalist in the 
last race to make the team,” Marquard 
recalled. “Once I qualified for the team, 
the rest fell into place.”

Her placement on the World Team 
opened the door to the 1984 Olympic 
Games in Sarajevo, where she competed 
in the 500 meters and the 1,000 
meters. She continued to build upon 
her achievements, placing third in the 
1,500 meter World Cup standings in 
1986 and 1987 and earning a World 
Championship bronze medal in the 500 
meter in 1987. 

In 1988, she again qualified for the U.S. 
Olympic Team and added the 1,500 
meter to her race card. It was in Calgary 
where she experienced her fondest 
Olympic memory.

“There were a lot of great moments at 
the Olympics, but the best moment for 
me was at the Opening Ceremonies in 
Calgary in 1988. My family was there 
to experience the Ceremonies and it was 
great to be in a neighboring country,” 
she recalled. 

Marquard brings her world-class 
athletic experience to LCCC, assisting 
student-athletes in all areas of their 
athletic and academic lives. She assists 
student-athletes with their eligibility to 
participate for LCCC, making sure they 
are taking enough credits and setting up 
the required study tables for students 
to attend.  She works closely with the 
coaches to make sure the teams get what 
they need to succeed, from arranging 
for practice time, workers for home 
games, and transportation and lodging, 
if necessary, for games on the road. 

“In my former jobs, I administered all 
levels of sport, from Olympic Teams 
to youth sports, so I have handled just 
about every kind of situation you can 
think of in sports,” she said.

Excelling in sports opened a world of 
opportunity for Marquard and she enjoys 
helping students who are also passionate 
about their sport.

“It was an honor to represent my country 
in the Olympic Games. I was fortunate 
to be able to travel the world and be part 
of a lot of great experiences because of my 
sport,” she said. “It’s wonderful to share 
that excitement with young athletes here 
at LCCC.”

Marquard keeps a close connection 
to the speedskating community. She 
and her husband, Dennis, coach the 
Lakewood Speedskating Club for skaters 
ages 5 and up at Winterhurst Ice Rink 
in Lakewood. Marquard still laces up her 
skates to show demonstrations of drills 
and proper technique but she leaves the 
racing to the young club members. 

She also keeps active with Olympic 
activities and is invited to speaking 
engagements several times a year, most 
recently at the 2013 National Senior 
Games in Cleveland.

“I think it is a good thing to promote 
the Olympics and sports in general, how 
they mirror life.  They have taught me to 
set goals and work hard to achieve those 
goals.”

For more information about sports 
at LCCC, visit www.lorainccc.edu/
athletics. 
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